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performance of it. He acted throughout in his
avowed capacity of a public trustee, and he con-
ducted the office of governor with the same labo-
rious fidelity which he had displayed as sheriff and
as mayor. And now as before he antagonized ele-
ments of his own party who sought only the oppor-
tunities of office and cared little for its responsibil-
ities. He did not unite suavity of manner with
vigor of action, and at times he allowed himself to
reflect upon the motives of opponents and to use
language that was personally offensive. He told
the Legislature in one veto message that" of all the
defective and shabby legislation which has been
presented to me, this is the worst and most inex-
cusable. " He once sent a scolding message to the
State Senate, in which he said that "the money of
the State is apparently expended with no regard to
economy" and, that "barefaced jobbery has been
permitted." The Senate having refused to con-
firm a certain appointee, he declared that the oppo-
sition had "its rise in an overwhelming greed for
the patronage which may attach to the place," and
that the practical effect of such opposition was to
perpetuate "the practice of unblushing peculation."
What he said was quite true and it was the kind of
truth that hurt. The brusqueness of his official